Acts 19:1-20

The Mighty Prevailing Word

And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed
through the inland country and came to Ephesus. There he found some
disciples. 2 And he said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when
you believed?” And they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is
a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 And Paul said, “John baptized with the
baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was
to come after him, that is, Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and
prophesying. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

Fullness leading to witness (vv.1-8)

And he entered the synagogue and for three months spoke boldly,
reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 9 But
when some became stubborn and continued in unbelief, speaking evil
of the Way before the congregation, he withdrew from them and took
the disciples with him, reasoning daily in the hall of Tyrannus. 10 This
continued for two years, so that all the residents of Asia heard the word
of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

Defiance leading to mission (vv.8-10)
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And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul,

so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched his skin
were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left them and the evil
spirits came out of them. 13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists
undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had
evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.”
14
Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this.

Fullness of the Gospel
Excuses: Baptism in the Spirit?

Wonders leading to fear and celebration (vv.11-17)

12

But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize,
but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on
them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out
of that house naked and wounded. 17 And this became known to all the
residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell upon them
all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. 18 Also many of those
who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices.
19
And a number of those who had practised magic arts brought their
books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted
the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver.
20
So the word of the Lord continued to increase and prevail mightily.
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Lifestyle change leading to….. (vv.18-20)
Trouble and theatrics (vv.23-34)
Consistency with the rule of law (vv.35-41)

The mighty prevailing Word in us?
Transformation not accommodation
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Declared and displayed
Let’s not be ordinary

For further reading
About Spiritual warfare: Power Encounters, David Powlison
About tongues and spiritual gifts: Showing the Spirit, Don Carson

